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| BACKGROUND

In the dynamic field of digital health and Al, strong governance, policy, and stewardship are essential for responsible and
equitable implementation. Global frameworks promoting international collaboration and standardization are necessary,
involving public and private sectors and civil society. A robust regulatory environment and effective data governance at the
national level are crucial to protect data ownership, privacy, and sovereignty. These measures ensure the ethical and secure
use of health data, mitigate risks, and build trust. Multilevel governance and collaboration will ensure that Al and digital
health technologies contribute to improved health outcomes for all.

| OBJECTIVES

The main areas for further exploration under ST3 comprise global enabling ecosystem, national ecosystem, human capacity
needs, and responsible use; cover the foundations for good governance, policy, and stewardship. digital technologies and Al
for health should be ‘people-centered’ and inclusive. There is a critical need to ensure equitable access for all individuals,
particularly for those who may be marginalized or vulnerable and face barriers related to gender, ethnicity, geographical
location, socioeconomic status, native language, or internet connectivity. Even as advancements in technology may
substantially improve healthcare delivery, they also pose significant risks to the exacerbation of health inequalities,
weakening of data privacy, and environmental sustainability.
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Vilas Dhar is President and Trustee of the Patrick . McGovern Foundation, a 21st-century philanthropy advancing artificial
intelligence and data solutions to create a thriving, equitable, and sustainable future for all. Vilas is a leading voice on
human equity in an Al-enabled world. Appointed by Secretary-General Anténio Guterres to the UN High-Level Advisory Body
on Artificial Intelligence, Vilas also serves as the U.S. Government Nominated Expert to the Global Partnership on Al, as a
member of the OECD Expert Working Group on Al Futures, on the Global Future Council on Al at the World Economic Forum,
on the Advisory Council at the Stanford Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence (HAI), and as Chair of the Center
for Trustworthy Technology. His LinkedIn Learning course, Ethics in the Age of Generative Al, has been translated into six
languages and reached over 300,000 learners worldwide. He holds a J.D. from NYU School of Law, an M.P.A. from the
Harvard Kennedy School, and dual Bachelor’s degrees in Biomedical Engineering and Computer Science from the University
of Illinois, where he was named University Chancellor’s Scholar.



